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puberty should prompt him to reflect very deeply before
risking a premature choice of a wife.
Let us now pass on to consider other forms of relationship
between the sexes that are customary during the student-
period. There exist, as you know, chiefly in the great
universities of other countries, characteristic student liaisons.
These relationships have a certain stability and even a certain
psychic value, i.e., they exist not only for the sake of sexuality,
but also, in many cases, for the sake of love. Instances
sometimes occur where a liaison goes on later into marriage.
This relationship stands, therefore, considerably .higher than
prostitution. It is usually limited, however, to those students
who were circumspect inM:heir choice of parents. As a rule
it is a question of the money-bags, since most of these young
women are dependent upon the financial help of their lovers;
not that one could say, however, that they sell their love for
money. Often such a relationship means for the young
woman a beautiful episode in an existence otherwise poor
and empty of love. For the man it may be his first intimate
acquaintance with a woman, and a memory upon which he
looks back in later life with emotion. But often there is
nothing valuable in such a connexion, partly as a result of
crude sensuality, thoughtlessness, and lack of feeliog on the
man's part, and partly as a result of foolishness, fickleness,
and light-mindedness on the part of- the girl.
Always, however, there hangs over these relationships
the Damocles sword of transitoriness, which hinders the
realization of higher values. They are only episodes, experi-
ments of a very limited validity.
The injurious effect of such connexions on the formation
of personality is due to the fact that the man gains the
woman too cheaply. Consequently the value of the object
is depreciated. It is too easy for the man to dispose of his
sexual problem in such a convenient and irresponsible way.
He becomes spoiled and luxurious. Furthermore, the fact
that he is sexually satisfied deprives him of a certain impetus

